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CLAYVILLE HISTORY : 
TRADITION AND CHANGE 
I. The T r a n s i t i o n  E r a ,  1840 t o  1860 
A .  An I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  T r a n s i t i o n  Era .  1840 t o  1860 
The i n t e r p r e t i v e  program i n  t h e  Broadwel l ' s  i n n  and farmhouse and 
C l a y v i l l e  s c h o o l  programs a r e  focused on t h e  two decades  b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  
t 
War. Th i s  was a n e x c i t i n g  twenty y e a r s .  The p i o n e e r  days  had passed .  Log 
U 
cab ins  were b e i n g  improved w i t h  c lapboard  s i d i n g  and e n l a r g e d  w i t h  porches  
and frame a d d i t i o n s .  Prosperous  fa rmers  were b u i l d i n g  l a r g e  frame o r  b r i c k  
houses  i n  one of  t h e  popu la r  s t y l e s .  S u b s t a n t i a l  b a r n s  were c o n s t r u c t e d ,  
o f t e n  on t h e  Yankee p a t t e r n  w i t h  l a r g e  doors  on one s i d e  and t h r e e  bays 
o r  s e c t i o n s  i n s i d e .  People  were u s i n g  c a s t  i r o n  s t o v e s  f o r  cooking and 
h e a t i n g ,  and were buying factory-made f a b r i c s  and ready-made c l o t h i n g .  
The p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  encouraged change and i n n o v a t i o n .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  
t h e  p r i n t e d  page s p r e a d  t h e  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e ;  today i t  i s  s p r e a d  by TV, 
r a d i o , r e c o r d s ,  and c a s s e t t e s  a s  w e l l .  I n  t h e  1840s ,  f o r  t h e  f i rst  t ime 
i n  t h e  Midwest, j o u r n a l s  on a g r i c u l t u r e  and t h e  home were pub l i shed .  These 
t o l d  r e a d e r s  how t o  farm more e f f i c i e n t l y  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  and how t o  r a i s e  
a fami ly  p r o p e r l y .  The P r a i r i e  Farmer, which appeared from 1841 on,  was 
one o f  t h e  f i r s t .  During t h i s  decade t h e  popula r  c u l t u r e  began t o  r e p l a c e  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e s  which were s p r e a d  o r a l l y  and by example. 
T h i s  is n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  e i t h e r  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  o r  more r e c e n t  a r r i v a l s  
immediately d i s c a r d e d  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r  f o l k  c u l t u r e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  t a k e  
on t h e  new. Much more complex changes took p l a c e .  People h e l d  on t o  many 
of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t o o l s  and ways t h a t  t h e y  had c a r r i e d  wi th  them from t h e  
r e g i o n s  where t h e y  o r  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  s t a r t e d .  But E a s t e r n e r s  from New 
England o r  from Pennsylvania  and New J e r s e y ,  l i k e  t h e  Broadwells who 
b u i l t  t h e  i n n ,  p robab ly  l e a r n e d  some Southern ways. Likewise,  peop le  
o f  t h e  two Southern backgrounds, Lowland and Upland, ve ry  l i k e l y  l e a r n e d  
a few t h i n g s  from t h e i r  E a s t e r n  ne ighbors .  And peop le  o f  a l l  backgrounds 
were p robab ly  l e a r n i n g  even more from t h e  popula r  p r e s s .  
Change was i n  t h e  a i r .  Out o f  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  o f  p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  
c u l t u r e s ,  and t h e  environment,  a Midwest landscape and mindscape began t o  
emerge. The d i v e r s i t y  o f  v a l u e s  and l i f e w a y s  which owes i t s  o r i g i n  t o  
peop le  of v a r i o u s  backgrounds was apparen t  d u r i n g  t h e s e  two decades .  So 
w a s  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  l andscape  w i t h  t h e  va ry ing  p a t t e r n s  o f  p r a i r i e  
and woodiand, p a s t u r e s  and meadow, f i e l d  and garden.  Technological  in-  
nova t ion ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  popula r  c u l t u r e ,  was c r e a t i n g  some un i fo rmi ty  i n  
farming p a t t e r n s ;  b u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of l i f e  and i n  o t h e r s ,  traditional w a y s  
were s t i l l  a p p a r e n t .  
Th i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  designed t o  h e l p  you understnnd the> 
change t h a t  took p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  T r a n s i t i o n  Era ,  i ts  r o o t s ,  and c h a r a c t e r .  
I t  is  a l s o  des igned t o  e n a b l e  you t o  recognize  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  
p e r s i s t e d .  The school  programs now d e a l  mos t ly  wi th  t h e  l l t t l c - c h a n g i n g  
p a t t e r n s  o f  l i f e  o f  E a s t e r n e r s  and Southerners  who s e t t l e d  h e r e .  We 
hope, e v e n t u a l l y ,  t o  do a s  much w i t h  t h e  phenomenon o f  change. A t  
the very l e a s t ,  t h i s  m a n s  wc would u:ics a c c u r a t e  rt:productions of c a s t  
i r o n  s t o v e s  and o f  garden and farm t o o l s  which were inven ted  d u r i n g  t h e  
twenty-year p e r i o d .  
I n  t h e  n e x t  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  b a s i c  e lements  f o r  unders tand ing  t h e  
r o o t s  o f  t h e  1840s and 1850s w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d ;  t h e n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
e a r l i e r  p i o n e e r  y e a r s  w i l l  be examined. F i n a l l y ,  we s h a l l  look i n  g r e a t e r  
d e t a i l  a t  t h e  twenty-year p e r i o d  we c a i l  t h e  T r a n s i t i o n  Era.  
B .  Bas ic  H i s t o r i c a l  Themes 
- 
I n  o r d e r  t o  unders tand t h e  Midwest throughout  t h e  1800s,  it is i m -  
p o r t a n t  t o  c o n s i d e r  f o u r  b a s i c  themes which were e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  land- 
scape and i n  everday l i f e .  
The f i r s t  is t h a t  t h e  n a t u r a l  environment was a r i c h  resource  t o  
t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  and t h e i r  descendan ts .  The second i s  t h a t  people  
brought  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e s  wi th  them from t h e i r  r e g i o n s  o f  o r -  
g i n .  These c u l t u r e s  c o n t a i n e d  p a t t e r n e d  ways o f  t h i n k i n g  and doing.  
I n e v i t a b l y ,  t h e s e  c u l t u r e s  shaped t h e  new environment.  The t h i r d  theme 
r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  popula r  c u l t u r e :  During t h e  1840s and 1850s,  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t ime ,  new techn iques  developed f o r  farm and household were p a r t  
o f  a c u l t u r e  which was s p r e a d  by t h e  p r i n t e d  page.  Th is  popula r  c u l t u r e  
a f f e c t e d  p e o p l e ' s  l i v e s ,  and t h e  n a t u r a l  environment a s  w e l l .  The f o u r t h  
theme e x p l o r e d  i s  change, bo th  s o c i a l  and e n v i r o n m n t a l .  Let  u s  con!,] d(:r 
each  o f  t h e s e  more f u l l y .  
1. The N a t u r a l  Environment: The p i o n e e r s  o f  t h e  1820s and t h e  1830s 
found and made use o f  an  environment which was composed o f  in te rmixed  
woodlands and p r a i r i e s .  The C l a y v i l l e  a r e a  p r e s e n t e d  a t y p i c a l  environ-  
ment o f  that t ime,  a s  shown i n  F igure  1 which is based on t h e  notebooks 
of t h e  f e d e r a l  s u r v e y o r s  who l a i d  o u t  t h e  s e c t i o n  boundary l i n e s  i n  t h e  
1810s.  I n  t h e  1850s t h e s e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  were s t i l l  v i t a l  on farms 
o f  t h e  descendan ts  of t h e  p i o n e e r s  and o f  l a t e r  s e t t l e r s .  The woodland 
p rov ided  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  f u e l ,  and food; t h e  p r a i r i e s  p rov ided  p a s t u r e ,  
meadows,and food. Land which had been o r .  was being c l e a r e d  o r  broken 
r e t a i n e d  e s s e n t i a l  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  s o i l  f e r t i l i t y  and water-holding capa- 
c i t y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  former ecosystems of  woodland and p r a i r i e .  
2 .  T r a d i t i o n s :  People who came h e r e ,  E a s t e r n e r s ,  S o u t h e r n e r s ,  
and Europeans, brought  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e s  w i t h  them. With v a r i -  
a t i o n s  dependent upon what was u s u a l  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  from which t h e y  came, 
t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  b a r n s  and houses  should be b u i l t  w i t h  c e r t a i n  custom- 
a r y  shapes  and l a y o u t s .  They b e l i e v e d  t h a t  foods  shou ld  be chosen,  cooked 
and e a t e n ,  c r o p s  r a i s e d  and h a r v e s t e d ,  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  conducted,  and 
l i f e  o rgan ized  and l i v e d  i n  c e r t a i n  ways. And t h o s e  were t h e  ways they  
fol lowed,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a whi le .  F i r s t  t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  
c o u n t r y  were peop le  from t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  Some of  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  had l i v e d  
f o r  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Southern Lowlands w i t h i n  100 m i l e s  of t h e  
A t l a n t i c  c o a s t ,  o t h e r s  i n  themounta ins ,  o r  i n  t h e  Piedmont, t h e  h i l l y  
a r e a s  between sea and mountains.  Some came who had l i v e d  i n  one o f  t h e  
r i c h  v a l l e y s  of V i r g i n i a  o r  Kentucky f o r  a g e n e r a t i o n  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  
Pennsylvania  o r  New Je rsey .  A l l  t h e s e  s e t t l e r s  a r e  o f t e n  lumped t o g e t h e r  
a s  "Southerners" ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  Pennsylvania  and J e r s e y i t e s ,  e r rone-  
ous ly .  The l a t t e r  two groups  were r e a l l y  Yankees i n  c u l t u r e  who probably  
had a c q u i r e d  some Southern ways. 
A good example of Sou therners  was t h e  Gum family  from Kentucky. 
O r i g i n a l l y  from V i r g i n i a ,  J a c o b  Gum developed a farm i n  Kentucky, solt l  
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it t o  Abraham L i n c o l n ' s  g r a n d f a t h e r  i n  t h e  1780s and t h e n  s t a r t e d  
a n o t h e r  farm. The son ,  J e s s e ,  grew up t h e r e .  I n  1t320, J e s s e ,  h i s  
w i f e ,  and c h i l d r e n  came t o  Menard Cour~ty ,  purchased more t h a n  800 
a c r e s  and b u i l t  a l o g  Gouse on t h e i r  homestead. J e s s e  Gum was one 
o f  t h o s e  who bought enough l a n d  t o  be a b l e  t o  g i v e  some t o  h i s  s o n s  
when t h e y  came of  age.  The idmi ly  p rosgered ,  and by1850  t h e  l o g  
house was improved w i t h  c lapboards  and p robab ly  occupied by a t e n a n t  
fami ly .  T h e i r  house ,  now s t o r e d  a t  C l a y v i l l e ,  i s  t o  be p u t  up and 
r e s t o r e d  f o r  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  programs. 
The Eas te rners ,  "Yankees," g e n e r a l l y  came l a t e r ,  i n  t h e  1830s 
and 1640s. There were two d i s t i n c t  streams: one from Pennsy lvan ia ,  
New J e r s e y ,  lower New York and Delaware and a n o t h e r  from New Enqland dn(i 
d 
upper New York. I n  a d d i t i o n , t h e r e  were Germans, S c o t s ,  Englishmen, 
Norwegians,and o t h e r s  who came d i r e c t l y  from Europe b e f o r e  1860. Many 
brought n o t  o n l y  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  ways, b u t  a l s o  i d e a s  on how t o  im- 
prove farming and l i v i n g  i n  a new environment.  
The Broadwells who b u i l t  t h e  inn  a r e  a good example of an E a s t e r n  
family .  They l e f t  Morris  County i n  n o r t h e r n  New J e r s e y  f o r  Ohio i n  1794. 
There they  p rospered ,  bu t  dec ided  t o  move on. A r r i v i n g  from C i n c i n n a t i  
i n  1819, e a r l i e r  than  most, Moses Broadwell a c q u i r e d  a t  l e a s t  560 a c r e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a r e a  on which t h e  C l a y v i l l e  b r i c k  inn  was b u i l t  dur ing  
t h e  1820s. I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  were s e v e r a l  of the  Broadwell e r l t o r ~ ~ r i s u s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a t a n n e r y ,  and homestcads o f  o t h e r  f ami l i c :~ .  By thc end of' t.hc 
1850s ,ana  house and some of t h e  l and  had come t o  a n o t h e r  Yankee, Willidm 
Carson,  a man mar r ied  t o  Moses' d a u g h t e r ,  Cynthia .  
3.  The New Farm Technology and Popular  C u l t u r e :  It  was i n  t h e  
Midwest, e s p e c i a l l y  I l l i n o i s ,  t h a t  t e c h n o 1 o g i . e ~  were worked o u t  f o r  
us ing  l a r g e  l and  a r e a s  where l a b o r  c o s t s  were high.  Deere and McConnick 
a r e  t h e  b i g  names w i t h  t h e i r  plows and h a r v e s t e r s .  But t h e r e  were l i t e r -  
a l l y  hundreds o f  i n v e n t o r s  and s m a l l  businessmen who worked o u t  and f i n -  
anced t h e  making o f  n o t  o n l y  complicated machines f o r  r e a p i n g ,  mowing, 
and t h r e s h i n g ,  but  a l s o  s imple  d e v i c e s  which were l abor - sav ing  and more 
mechanical ly  e f f i c i e n t  f o r  v a r i o u s  farm and household o p e r a t i o n s .  
They s p r e a d  t h e i r  i d e a s  and a d v e r t i s e d  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  through l o c a l  
newspapers l i k e  t h e  Sangamo J o u r n a l  and t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  R e g i s t e r ,  bo th  
p u b l i s h e d  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  and j o u r n a l s  l i k e  t h e  P r a i r i e  Farmer. Here 
was a developing popula r  c u l t u r e  o f  innova t ion ,  one which depended 
upon t h e  p r i n t e d  page f o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  hand, t h e  e y e ,  
o r  t h e  spoken word a s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e s  d i d .  
4. Change: The coming of  t h i s  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  of innova t ion  a long 
w i t h  t h e  in formal  l e a r n i n g  and exchange o f  t o o l s  and i d e a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  
among t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r a l  groups  brought  environmental  and s o c i a l  
changes.  I n  t h e  s e c t i o n  a f t e r  n e x t ,  "Why t h e  1840s and 1 8 5 0 ~ ~ "  we s h a l l  
look  a t  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e s e  changes.  But f i r s t  we must look c l o s e l y  
a t  t h e  p i o n e e r i n g  y e a r s  t o  o b t a i n  a s e n s e  of t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of t h a t  t ime. 
C. The P i o n e e r i n g  Years: 1820s and 1830s 
Many of t h e  peop le  coming t o  I l l i n o i s  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  had t o  know 
-
"p ioneer  s k i l l s , "  t h o s e  needed t o  b u i l d  a c a b i n ,  t o  g a t h e r  and p r e p a r e  
foods  from t h e  w i l d ,  t o  s ta r t  a farm and g a r d e n , a n d t o  c l o t h e  and t a k e  
c a r e  of a fami ly .  The t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e s  of E a s t e r n e r s  and Southerners  
con ta ined  t h i s  knowledge. 
People who "pioneered" d i d  s o  f o r  t h r e e  reasons.  F i r s t ,  many 
were too  f a r  from markets t o  e a s i l y  s e l l  t h e i r  products  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  
needs. Secondly, t h e r e  were those who simply d id  not have the cash 
t o  l i v e  another  w a y .  Ou: of neces s i ty  they l i v e d  from what they pro- 
duced o r  exchanged with neiqhbors.  F i n a l l y ,  some who had brought o r  
acquired cash criose t o  p u t  chc i r  money i n t o  land purchases with the  
i n t e n t  of bu i ld ing  c a p i t a l  through t h e i r  l abo r .  The Gums seem t o  have 
taken t h i s  t h i r d  course of ac t ion .  
But t h e r e  were o t h e r s  who d id  not  need t o  "pioneer ,"  These people,  
l i k e  t h e  Broadwells, came wi th  enough c a p i t a l  t o  buy land and engage i n  
bus iness  e n t e r p r i s e s  and specula t ions .  Af te r  a year  o r  so  of subs is tence  
farming, these  people were ab l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a more prosperous l i f e s t y l e .  
- 
Their  ways were s t i l l  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  bu t  t h e i r  c u l t u r e s  contained much more 
than so-cal led "simple" pioneer  s k i l l s  and ideas .  
There were s t i l l  o t h e r s ,  people who l i v e d  a t  a lower economic l eve l  
than these  prosperous ones but  who did not need the  subs is tence  s k i l l s  
of pioneers .  These were ca rpen te r s ,  sawyers, m i l l e r s ,  brickmakers, 
masons, ando the r  craftsmen who were a b l e  t o  s e l l  o r  t r ade  t h e i r  s k i l l s  
t o  acquire  t he  n e c e s s i t i e s  of l i f e .  These men worked f o r  o t h e r s ,  o f ten  
f o r  small  business  f i rms  run by people with c a p i t a l  o r  management s k i l l s ,  
These workers a l s o  followed t h e  folkways of t he  reg ions  from which they 
had come and used t r a d i t i o n a l  t o o l s  and techniques.  
Thus, r i g h t  from the  s t a r t  i n  I l l i n o i s ,  t h e r e  was, i n  add i t i on  t o  the  
d i v e r s i t y  rooted i n  t he  va r i ed  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e s ,  another  kind of d i -  
v e r s i t y .  This was based on economic and s o c i a l  f a c t o r s ,  t h e  money and 
s k i l l s  one had and the  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  one a t t a i n e d .  
D. Why t h e  1840s and i850s?  
We c a n o t  r e - c r e a t e  t h e  whole 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a t  C l a y v i l l e .  That  
would be t o o  mcch t o  do.  So we have chosen a  key p e r i o d ,  one which 
w i l l  e n a b l e  v i s i t o r s  t o  l e a r n  abou t  t h e  o r i g i n s  and e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  
Midwest, The twenty-year p e r i o d  b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  War i s  impor tan t  
f o r  two r e l a t e d  reasons .  The first i s  t h a t  t h e s e  two decades  show 
q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  of t h e  f o u r  b a s i c  themes: t h e  n a t u r a l  
environment,  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e s ,  f a r n i n g  technology and t h e  popula r  
c u l t u r e ,  and environmental  and s o c i a l  change. The second r e a s o n  t h a t  
t h e  p e r i o d  is  t r a n s i t i o n a l  is t h a t  it c l e a r l y  r e v e a l s  p a t t e r n s  which 
e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  and t h o s e  which p r e v a i l e d  a f t e r w a r d .  
T h i s  was n o t  a p i o n e e r  e r a !  That t ime i n  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s ,  t h e  
1820s and 1830s,  is  w e l l  p o r t r a y e d  a t  New Salem V i l l a g e  n e a r  P e t e r s b u r g ,  
I l l i n o i s .  
The t r a d i t i o n a l  f o l k  c u l t u r e s  were s t i l l  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  T r a n s i t i o n  
Era.  People  were v e r y  consc ious  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between themselves  
and t h e i r  ne ighbors ,  and t h e y  a c t i v e l y  vo iced  p r e j u d i c e s  a g a i n s t  those  
o f  o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  backgrounds. The newspapers and farm j o u r n a l s  of t h e  
t ime r e v e a l  t h i s .  So do t h e  books by e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  and t r a v e l e r s .  Per-  
haps t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  were even more n o t i c e a b l e  d u r i n g  t h e s e  two decades  
t h a n  d u r i n g  t h e  p i o n e e r  y e a r s .  Then t h e  need f o r  s u r v i v a l  may have 
f o r c e d  most s e t t l e r s  t o  adop t  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  o f  l i f e  which were 
t r a d i t i o n a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  among t h o s e  w i t h  exper ience  i n  t h e  Upland South.  
F u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  needed i n  t h i s  a r e a .  I t  is c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  
were s t i l l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  i n  , t h e  k i n d s  o f  s t r u c t u r e s  p e o p l e  b u i l t ,  
t h e i r  foods  and ways of l i f e  which were r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r e g i o n s  
from which t h e y  came. L a t e r  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  p r e j u d i c e s  o f  
- 
Yankees and Southerners  began t o  f a d e ;  however v e s t i g e s  o f  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  - 
remained, a n d e v e n  today t h e y  can be observed.  
The 1840s and 1850s saw a consc ious  development of new t e c h n o l o g i e s  
f o r  farm and household.  Brown o f  P e o r i a  developed a two-person corn  
p l a n t e r , w h i c h  f o r  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  may have been a s  impor tan t  a s  t h e  
r e a p e r  s i n c e  corn  and wheat were t h e  c h i e f  c rops .  With t h e  p l a n t e r ,  
one p e r s o n  drove t h e  h o r s e s  from a s e a t  and t h e  o t h e r  p u l l e d  a l e v e r  a t  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s p o t s  t o  d rop  and cover  seeds .  I n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Kuhn 
developed and s o l d  a wheat d r i l l .  E s t a t e  i n v e n t o r i e s  of pe rsons  who 
d i e d  i n  t h e s e  y e a r s  do n o t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  were common. 
An E a s t e r n  innova t ion  o f  some y e a r s  b e f o r e  was used f o r  g r e a t e r  e f f i c i -  
ency i n  hay h a r v e s t i n g ,  t h e  f l i p - f l o p  r a k e .  For h a r v e s t i n g  c o r n ,  farmers  
w 
used t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  k n i v e s ,  and f o r  g r a i n s  many s t i l l  employed t h e  c r a d l e  
- 
s c y t h e .  There was a s p i r i t  o f  i n n o v a t i o n  i n  t h e  a i r ,  b u t  t r a d i t i o n a l  
implements and ways con t inued  t o  occupy an  impor tan t  p l a c e  i n  farming 
and household work. 
The n a t u r a l  environment was be iny  t ransformed i n  t h e  1850s ,  b u t  t h e  
p r a i r i e s  and woodlands i n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  s t a t e s  remained v i t a l  f o r  t h e  
farm economy. S o c i e t y  was being t rans formed ,  t o o .  Complex market ing 
systems dependent upon t h e  r a i l r o a d  and nav igab le  waterways were being 
developed. Y e t  d r o v e r s  and t e a m s t e r s  s t i l l  s t a y e d  a t  coun t ry  i n n s  like 
C l a y v i l l e .  Stagecoaches  c a r r y i n g  m a i l  and t r a v e l e r s  s t i l l  connected 
many towns w i t h  r u r a l  a r e a s .  The r a i l r o a d  had n o t  y e t  come t o  t h e  
immediate C l a y v i l l e  a r e a  and would n o t  f o r  n e a r l y  twenty y e a r s .  New 
i d e a s  came t o  fa rmers ,  r u r a l  t r a d e s m e n , a n d b ~ S i n e ~ ~  peop le  v i a  t h e  
P r a i r i e  Farmer and t h e  newspapers. Development o f  a f r e e  p u b l i c  educa- 
t i o n  system began d u r i n g  t h e  decade.  Along w i t h  churches  and s c h o o l s ,  
c o u n t r y  i n n s  were s o c i a l  c e n t e r s  where peop le  d i s c u s s e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  
i d e a s  and ways and t h o s e  t h e y  regarded  a s  p r o g r e s s i v e  ones .  
C i t y  and c o u n t r y  were be ing  brought  t o g e t h e r .  Rural  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  
a s  w e l l  a s  urban ones  were i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  There were s t o c k  
r a i s e r s  l i k e  James Brown o f  I s l a n d  Grove, whobrought  i n  Shor thorn  and 
Devon c a t t l e  from England and t h e  E a s t  t o  improve t h e i r  own s t o c k  and, 
f o r  a  p r i c e , t h a t  of o t h e r  farmers .  They developed market ing connec t ions  
wi th  t h e  Z a s t e r n  c i t i e s .  There  were t h o s e  who l a i d  o u t  new towns, a s  
Jacob  E p l e r  d i d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1850s w i t h  P l e a s a n t  P l a i n s  a  m i l e  wes t  o f  
C l a y v i l l e .  The o l d e r  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  sometimes c a l l e d  "groves , "  began t o  
d i s a 2 p e a r .  The importance o f  C l a y v i l l e  a s  an  economic and s o c i a l  c e n t e r  
may a l r e a d y  have begun t o  l e s s e n  by t h e  end o f  t h e  decade.  The t i e s  
w i t h  S p r i n g f i e l d  were c l o s e .  I n v e n t o r i e s  and o t h e r  i t ems  i n  p r o b a t e  
r e c o r d s  show t h a t  a r e a  fa rmers  d i d  t h e i r  shopping f o r  equipment,  food, 
and o t h e r  s u p p l i e s  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d .  
These were Abraham L i n c o l n ' s  matur ing y e a r s .  The young man who had 
surveyed l and  f o r  J e s s e  Gum i n  1834 and had se rved  a s  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  
Broadweils i n  t h e  1840s was now a p o l i t i c i a n  of n o t e .  The p o l i t i c a l  in-  
s t i t u t i o n s  of r u r a l  a r e a s  l i k e  C l a y v i l l e  had matured a l s o .  County 
p o l i t i c s  o f f e r e d  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  scene  o f  c o n f l i c t s  o f  v a r i o u s  i n t e r e s t s .  
The f r o n t i e r  had long  s i n c e  moved on westward. The Sangamo Country,  as i t  
w a s  known t o  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s ,  w a s  now a c e n t e r  i n  t h e  movement of 
people  and goods i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  compass. I l l i n o i s  was p a r t  
o f  a growing n a t i o n .  
11. Roots o f  t h e  Midwest 
A .  What - is Traditional C u l t u r e ?  
By t h e  1850s ,  cc tnt ra l  l l l ~ n o l s  W , L S  popula ted  
l a r g e l y  by peop le  who came as p a r t  of two broad movements g e n e r a l l y  
speaking,  one from t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and t h e  o t h e r  from t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  They 
brought w i t h  them and st i l l  l i v e d  by vary ing  r e g i o n a l  t r a d i t i o n s  and ways 
of doing t h i n g s  i n  t h e  household and on t h e  farm, b u t  were aware o f  new 
i d e a s  from t h e  popula r  p r e s s .  From houses,  b a r n s ,  a n d o t h e r  p i e c e s  of 
m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e ,  s t u d e n t s  o f  e thnology o r  f o l k  l i f e  have i d e n t i f i e d  
p a t t e r n s  of form and techn ique  which a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s .  
The p resence  o f  s i m i l a r  forms and t echn iques  over  a wide a r e a  makes i t  
p o s s i b l e  t o  c a l l  t h a t  a r e a  a c u l t u r e  reg ion .  For i n s t a n c e ,  i n  Massa- 
c h u s e t t s  a t y p e  of heavy frame clapboarded house w i t h  a c e n t r a l  chimney 
s e r v i n g  f o u r  o r  f i v e  f i r e p l a c e s  was common. The main doorway was i n  
t h e  f r o n t  c e n t e r  and l e d  t o  a t i n y  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  w i t h  a room o f f  t o  
e i t h e r  s i d e  and cramped s t a i r s  t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  Barns were con- 
s t r u c t e d  w i t h  s i l ls  on s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n s  and w i t h  wide doors  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
of one s i d e .  One s i d e  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  was used f o r  s t a l l s ,  t h e  o t h e r  f o r  
hay. These forms, t echn iques ,  and f u n c t i o n s  r e p e a t  themselves  i n  Maine, 
Connect icut ,  and Vermont. Together  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t e  p a t t e r n s  of s h e l t e r  
which d e f i n e  a r e g i o n ,  t h e  New England c u l t u r e  r e g i o n ,  which t k r c b y  i r a ~  
a u n i t y .  
Analogous s i t u a t i o n s  e x i s t  i n  o t h e r  American c u l t u r e  r e g i o n s .  
S c h o l a r s  c a l l  t h e  a r e a  from which t h e  Broadwells came t h e  Mid-Atlant ic  
r e g i o n .  There t h e  common housing p a t t e r n w a s  t o  have two i n t e r n a l  chimneys, 
one on each o f  t h e  two g a b l e  ends ,  and sometimes a k i t c h e n  wing w i t h  
f i r e p l a c e  and bakeoven. Moses Broadwell b u i l t  h i s  inn  us ing  t h e  p a t t e r n s  
he knew from New J e r s e y  and Ohio. Examples of t h e  p a t t e r n s  can be 
found i n  England, where t h e  Broadwell family o r ig ina t ed .  The Gums 
l i v e d  i n  t h e  V i rg in i a  Lowlands where e x t e r i o r  gable-end chimneys were 
common. They b u i l t  according t o  what t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n s  t o l d  them. 
Examples of t h i s  p a t t e r n  a l s o  e x i s t  i n  England. 
Why people  i n  each American region found a d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n  use- 
f u l  is n o t  c l e a r .  The p a t t e r n s  were n o t  l e a rned  i n  schools  o r  i n  books. 
People found o u t  how t o  make houses and barns  by working wi th  o t h e r s  who 
showed them t h e  forms and techniques.  The placement of  t h e  chimneys 
may have been determined by methods p r a c t i c e d  and learned  where t he  
b u i l d e r s  o r  t h e i r  ances to r s  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  England. I t  may have been 
determined by t h e  environment, t h e  c l ima te  of t h e  reg ion  i n  which they 
s e t t l e d  i n  t h i s  country.  Scholars  wonder about  t h i s ,  and no one has  
turned up t h e  answer. There may n o t  be one f i n a l  answer. 
-
B. T r a d i t i o n a l  Cul tures  and C l a y v i l l e  
To make t h e  s t o r y  a t  C l a y v i l l e  comprehensible, we s impl i fy  it and 
say t h a t  each of t h e  broad movements of people t o  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  drew 
from two c u l t u r e  a r ea s .  That from t h e  no r theas t  drew from New England 
and from t h e  Mid-Atlantic reg ion  composed of Pennsylvania,  New Jersey ,  
and p a r t s  of New York and Delaware. That from t h e  southeas t  drew from the  
Southern Lowland c u l t u r e  reg ion ,  inc lud ing  p a r t s  of V i rg in i a  and North 
Caro l ina ,  Kentucky, and poss ib ly  Tennessee and from t h e  Southern U~~land:; .  
.- - . . - 
We a r e  no t  s u r e  j u s t  how much impact t h e  experience o f  t h e  Southern 
Uplands had on some of  t h e  people who came from the re .  Some came 
here  from Kentucky a f t e r  a s t a y  t h e r e  o f  only a year  o r  s o ,  perhaps 
i n  a broad v a l l e y  good f o r  farming s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  Vi rg in ia  i n  
which they o r i g i n a t e d .  These f ami l i e s  may have learned  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  
tipland fo lk  c u l t u r e .  
J 
V 
These were n o t  t h e  o n l y  peop le  who had a r r i v e d  by t h e  1850s.  There 
were Europeans who came d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  a r e a ,  and o t h e r s  who had l i v e d  
f o r  a g e n e r a t i o n  o r  s o  i n  t h e  E a s t .  Germans came t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  
of c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  i n  t h e  1830s and s e t t l e d  around B e l l e v i l l e .  They 
a l s o  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  P e t e r s h u r g  arid Beardstown a r e a s .  They brought  wi th  
them t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  t r a d i t i o n s  a n 3  o t h e r  customs, t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  
and t h e i r  f o l k l o r e .  They a c t u a l l y  c a r r i e d  s e e d s  o r  p l a n t  s t o c k  of t h e i r  
f a v o r i t e  f l o w e r s  and v e g e t a b l e s .  Other Germans came t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  and 
e a s t e r n  p a r t s  o f  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t i o n s  i n  Pennsylvania  
and Ohio. They had been r e a r e d  i n  t h e  New World f o l k  c u l t u r e  o f t e n  c a l l e d  
Pennsylvania  Dutch, o r  more p r o p e r l y ,  Pennsylvania  German. The Mennonites 
and t h e  Amish b e a r  t h i s  c u l t u r e  i n  I l l i n o i s  today.  
4 
Other  Europeans came. People  a r r i v e d  from d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of B r i t a i n  
- 
b e a r i n g  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n a l  f o l k  c u l t u r e s  and the popular culture of that Island. 
Others  journeyed from Holland and Swi tze r land .  Swedes s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  
nor thwes te rn  p a r t  o f  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s .  A few Norwegians s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  
S p r i n g f i e l d  a r e a  and many more i n  t h e  Fox River Va l ley .  
1 Some Ques t ions  We Want t o  Answer 
There was c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  American r e g i o n a l  c u l t u r e s  
and t h e  e t h n i c  European c u l t u r e s  o f  t h e  peop le  who s e t t l e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
Connections e x i s t  between t h e  t y p e s  o f  b u i l d i n g  t r a d i t i o n s  mentioned, ways 
of gardening,  farming and do ing  household work, and r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s  and 
b e l i e f s .  These r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  being i n v e s t i g a t e d  a t  t h e  C l a y v i l l c  
Rural  L i f e  Center  and Museum. We st111 do n o t  know e x a c t l y  how much 
of t h e i r  f o l k  c u l t u r e s  t h e s e  peop le  brought ,  how much t h e y  r e t a i n e d  i n  
t h e  1850s,  o r  p r e c i s e l y  what t h e y  had t o  change o r  d i s c a r d  i n  t h e  new 
environment o f  t h e  pra i r ie-woodlands .  
We a l s o  do n o t  know j u s t  how s o c i a l  cless was r e l a t e d  t o  f o l k  c u l t u r -  
a l  background. A cominon p i c t u r e  emerges from s o u r c e s  such as t r a v e l e r s '  
accounts  and e a r l y  s e t t l e r s '  r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  The S o u t h e r n e r s  were l a z y ,  
and by i m p l i c a t i o n ,  slow t o  ~ d a p t  b e t t e r  farming p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  popu- 
l a r  c u l t u r e ;  Yankees were " s h a r p i e s , "  e a g e r  t o  g e t  ahead and qu ick  t o  t a k e  
advantage of o t h e r s .  A more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
E a s t e r n e r s  were t h e  improvers ,  t h e  ones  who adopted new farming and 
gardening i d e a s  and p rospered .  The book o f  W i l l i a m  O l i v e r ,  E i g h t  Months 
i n  I l l i n o i s  (Ann Arbor,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  g i v e s  a  t a s t e  o f  t h i s  view. H e  w a s  a  
B r i t i s h  t r a v e l e r ,  a  farmer  who came h e r e  f o r  a s t u d y  t o u r  i n  1841. I n  
t h e  few l o c a l i t i e s  which we have s t u d i e d  i n  d e t a i l ,  p a r t s  o f  Menard and 
Sangamon Cotmt ies ,  t h e s e  a t t r i b u t e s  a r c  n o t  v e r i f i e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  we 
want t o  communicate t h e  p resence  o f  b o t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  and t h e  p o p u l a r ,  
-- 
improving e lements  i n  b o t h  -t h e  E a s t e r n  and t h e  Southern c u l t u r e s .  
You can s e e  t h a t  w e  have many q u e s t i o n s  abou t  s o c i a l  and economic 
r e a l i t i e s  f o r  which t h e  answers a r e  n o t  e a s y  t o  f i n d .  Fur thermore,  t h e  
d i v e r s i t y  which e x i s t e d  would be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  schoo l  pro- 
grams o r  t h e  c a s u a l  v i s i t o r  t o  unders tand .  Thus, you can see why we say  
simply t h a t  t h e r e  were E a s t e r n e r s  and S o u t h e r n e r s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  t h o  
Midwest, each o f  whom had t h e i r  own t r a d i t i o n s  and ways. 
Folk  c u l t u r e s  e x i s t  today and a r e  o v e r l a i d  by a  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  which 
e x h i b i t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  "p rogress"  and mechanized, u rban ized  l i f e .  Many 
peop le  a r e  n o t  aware of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  f o l k  c u l t u r e s ,  and some 
t h i n k  l i t t l e  o f  them o r  want t o  f o r g e t  them. Yet e lements  o f  t h e s e  
p a r t i a l l y  submerged c u l t u r e s  could  be brought  o u t  and examined t o  see 
what is  useful  in  them. There a r e  105 cabins hidden behind modern 
s id ing and walipaper, and o i a  barns now seemingly i n  the way. There 
a r c  family and soc ia l  ~ r a d i t i o n s ,  ways of behavior, anti p a t t e r n s  of 
be l ief  which i inge r  on i r i  indiv iduals  who fancy themselves very much 
up-to-date. 
Some aspects  of these cu i tu res  a r e  negative. In the 1850s there  
was bel ief  In the l i m i t l e s s  f e r t i l i t y  of the  prairies. This led t o  
pa t t e rns  of land use which from today's  vantage p o i n t  seem exploi t ive .  
Yet we continue the bel ief  and the  behavior. They a r e  deeply rooted i n  
l a rge ly  unconscious fo lk  t r a d i t i o n s  reinforced i n  p a r t  by popular cul ture .  
There a r e  pos i t ive  aspects ,  a s  wel l .  I t  was t h a t  voice of agr icul -  
t u r a l  improvement, the  P r a i r i e  Farmer, which i n  tne 1850s warned farmers 
agains t  exp lo i t ive  p rac t i ces .  In  the  fo lk  t r a d i t i o n s  r e s ide  much of w 
what we regard a s  valuable i n  t h i s  country, the balancing of the needs 
of the comrnunit.y with those of individuals  which w e  s t r i v e  so hard t o  make 
r e a l  again. The f a c i l i t i e s  and programs a t  the  Clayvl l le  Rural Life Center 
and Museum are d i rec ted  toward making people aware 01 31; of t h i s .  
